
Welcome to the second issue of the 
Wentworth Estate Roads Committee, 
Chairman’s Annual Report. The 
aim is to give an insight as to where 
your Road Rate payments have been 
spent and an overview of the past 12 
months. 

The Estate consists of some 650 
road rate payable properties. This 
includes not only the properties on 
the golf course and the roads either 
side of Christchurch Road but also 
both shopping parades, the flats above 
and even the golf club itself. It covers 
an extensive area of some 1,700 acres 
consisting 141⁄2 miles of private roads 
and verges, clearly a widespread and 
diverse infrastructure to manage.

Firstly, and on behalf of the 
Committee members, I would like 
to thank Sharon Jones and James 
Periton for commendably running the 
Estate office, dealing with day to day 
enquiries and managing the Estate 
efficiently. The Estate office exists 
for your benefit and administers how 
your Road Rate is deployed. In 2011 
over £450,000 was spent directly on 
maintaining and upholding the Estate. 
The Estate office is located at the rear 

of the club house 
and is open 
Monday to Friday, 
9.00am to 5.30pm. 
Telephone (01344) 
842819. 

I would also 
like to thank the 
members of the 
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maintenance team for their efforts in 
admirably keeping the Estate well 
presented. On a sadder note, I am sorry 
to report Peter Brooks passed away 
earlier this year. Peter was a valuable 
Committee member for both Statutory 
and Planning Committees standing for 
many, many years and I am personally 
very grateful for his contribution. 

2011 Notable Achievements

Security
I am pleased to report over the last 
12 months there have been no reports 
of any major criminal incidents on 
the Estate. Unfortunately, there were 
a few thefts from building sites and 
from the gardens of particularly empty 
properties. Our advice is to keep your 
sheds and stores secure. Please report 
any incident to the Police Tel. 0845 
125 2222. Knight Security continue to 
patrol the estate and the building sites 
seven days a week often liaising with 
the developers, sharing in information 
to try and deter any perpetrators.  On 
occasions they have undertaken 24 
hour patrols over weekends.

Entrance Barriers: Refurbished

USEFUL DATES

31st December - Wentworth 
Club New Year’s Eve Party 

1st January - Wentworth Club 
Captain’s Drive In

 
7th January - Tennis & 

Health Captains’ Play In and 
Welcome Party 

31st January - WRA AGM

 
11th February - Wentworth 

Club Valentines Ball

 
24th May - 27th May - BMW 

PGA Championship

* May we remind you during 
the PGA Tournament access 
through Wentworth Drive is 
restricted. The area around 
the clubhouse will be made 

for pedestrians only.
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Residents are welcome to 
telephone the Knight Security 
patrol car direct if they see 
anything suspicious or if a 
building site is thought to be in 
breach of the Contractor’s Rules, 
Tel. 07825 807998. 

I am delighted to announce we 
have recently installed two cameras 
for the trial of the Automatic 
Number Plate Recognition system 
in partnership with Surrey Police 
and Safer Runnymede. The aim 
is to install a camera at every 
entrance to identify any known 
or suspect vehicle registered on 
the Police database. Petty DVLA 
offences (M.O.T., insurance, 
registered keeper, etc.) are of no 
interest. I am proud to say we 
are the first private Estate in the 
country to have such a system 
that provides a ‘live’ link direct 
to the Police. Once fully installed 
I believe criminals will be deterred 
from entering the Estate. 

MAINTENANCE SUCCESSES
By the end of the year an estimated 
75% of total income (£450,000) 
will have been spent directly on the 
upkeep of the Estate. The remainder 
went on the administrative running 
of the Estate, for example legal fees 
and insurance. 

Roads
We continued with the road 
resurfacing programme and 
as budgeted we completed the 
resurfacing of East Drive and 
the whole of Woodlands Road 
East, total cost £160,000. Areas 
of acute root damage were also 
resurfaced. We will continue with 
the road resurfacing programme 
next year. The road-sweeping is 
now sub-contracted with the use 
of commercial heavy duty HGV 
sweepers. 

Snow
We have increased our salt stocks to 
unprecedented levels. In addition, 
we have purchased a new salt 
hopper and snow plough. Whilst 
we cannot guarantee every road to 
be passable, every attempt will be 
made to clear the roads as soon as 
possible. 

In addition to the day to day upkeep 
of the Estate, this year we have:

• Painted and refurbished all of the 
white entrance barriers.

• Painted all the speed hump 
markers and we have commenced 
with the repainting of all 176 lamp 
posts. 

• Revamped the entrances of both 
West Drive and East Drive, including 
installation of posts and rails. 

• Carried out replacement planting 
of specimen trees on Estate verges.

• Re-established the oak tree 
avenue along West Drive, removing 
numerous overgrown, mature 
conifers.

• Planted 7,000 bulbs including 
daffodils, narcissus and bluebells. 

• Worked in partnership with 
Coronation Field Trustees to cut 
the perimeter hedges and restore 
the view into the field.

• Continued to open up and reinstate 
wide grass verges.

• Emptied and cleaned all 130 
roadside gullies.

• Replaced the compound gates at 
Beechwood Road.

Trees
In partnership with Mike Rough of 
Wentworth Tree Care we continued to 
conserve the specimen Estate trees. In 
2011 we spent over £25,000. 

Leaves
With the sheer number of trees, leaf 
clearance is a mammoth task. During 
Autumn the tractor mounted blower, 
the trailer mounted leaf vacuum, 
road sweepers and the services of 
County Garden Care were all utilised 
to clear the roads and verges. Any 
assistance provided by your gardeners 
is appreciated, however please do not 
allow them blow the leaves into our 
ditches. Gorse Hill: Resurfaced

On Trial: Number Plate Recognition System
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Estate Office, Wentworth Club, 
Wentworth Drive, 

Virginia Water, Surrey GU25 4LS

Estate Office (inc. WRA) 
01344 842819

werc@wentworthestate.org.uk

For Wentworth Resident Association  
wentworthresidentsassociation@

gmail.com

Wentworth Club 01344 842201
Club Membership 01344 846337

Knight  Security 0800 0193 444 
Patrol Car 07825 807998

Mike Rough
Wentworth Tree Care 07956 446715

Police 0845 125 2222
PC Elaine Bryant 07967 986985

Construction Sites
The number of active construction 
sites has increased by about 40% 
from last year and there are now 
about 30 sites spread across the 
Estate. I am afraid disruption, damage 
and disturbance is inevitable and 
therefore in the outlook for 2012 there 
will be no let up. James will continue 
to work with the developers to agree 
the most appropriate access to sites 
to reduce impact. We ask for your 
patience and cooperation. James is on 
hand at the Estate Office should you 
have any issues. 

Plans For 2012

For 2012 we have agreed on a 
modest rise in the Road Rate of 
5%. This will allow us to maintain 
the momentum, not only with the 
day to day maintenance but also to 
enhance its long term appearance. 
We have budgeted to resurface and 
widen Portnall Drive from the A30 
to the junction with North Drive. 
Budget permitting we will continue 
into North Drive. We will continue 
to monitor the entrance to West Drive 
where there is evidence of previous 
subsidence. 

On the basis that the trial of the 
ANPR cameras and the working 
relationship between us, Surrey 
Police and Safer Runnymede proves 
successful we aim to install additional 

cameras at Abbots Drive, Friars Road 
and Virginia Drive. This will secure 
the area of the Estate, some 350 
homes. It is only then that the merits 
of the system can be fully measured. 

The Road Rate is payable on the 
1st January and we commend to you 
the option of payment under Direct 
Debit. Please contact Sharon in the 
office for further details.

Wentworth Club
We continued to enjoy a positive 
working relationship with the 
club and in particular the PGA 
Tournament. Spectators for 2011 
were up by 5% and, including the 
Seve Ballesteros Charity Pro-Am on 
the Wednesday, the total attendance 
was just under 100,000. 

Julian Small, Chief Executive of the 
Club states the intention for the near 
foreseeable future is to remain with 
just the one, yet prestigious, flagship 
tournament for the club and the 
PGA. WERC will continue to strive 
for minimal disruption to residents 

IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION

before and during the tournament. 
In the interest of safety we have 
agreed to the closure of a section of 
Wentworth Drive during the four days 
of the tournament. We appreciate your 
cooperation in this matter. 

May I bring your attention to the 
forthcoming Residents Association 
AGM scheduled for 31st January 
2012, to be held in the evening in 
the Ballroom of the Club. If you are 
not yet members of the Association 
I hope you will consider doing so. It 
is only £25 to join. I look forward to 
seeing you there. 

Finally, I would like to thank all the 
Committee members for giving up 
their own time in the interests of the 
Estate. Their support and contribution 
is instrumental to the running of the 
Estate. 

May I take this opportunity of 
wishing you all a happy Christmas 
and peaceful New Year.

– AJ Ashfield, Chairman

0800 0193 444 knightsecurityservices.co.uk

• Static Guards • Residential Security • Wentworth Estate Patrols 
• Key Holdings/Alarm Response • Holiday Cover • Functions

british security industry association
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Verges – Please do not drive or 
park on the grass verges. Please use 
appropriate passing places. 

We aim to reduce the number of 
verge rocks. If you have verge 
protection like this we would ask 
whether they could be removed or 
reduced in number.

Trees – All trees larger than 9” in 
diameter are governed by Estate 
covenants. If you wish to remove any 
such tree prior written approval from 
the Estate office must be obtained.  

Planning – If you wish to extend or 
redevelop your property under the 
Estate covenants you are required to 
submit plans to the Estate office. 

Bonfires – Whilst bonfires are 
permitted on the Estate we would 
request residents and their gardeners 
respect the neighbours; please 
consider the weather and when you 
are having them. 

Gardeners – We request contract 
gardeners do not blow the leaves 
into Estate ditches or roads. The use 
of leaf blowers (and other garden 
machinery) we accept is a modern 
day necessity but we would ask the 
use of them is restricted over the 
weekends and bank holidays. 

Dogs – Please do not allow your dog 
to foul on Estate roads or verges. 

Golf Buggies – The use of golf 
buggies is restricted to 16 years+ and 
must be insured.  

Filming – We do not encourage 
the use of private residences for 
filming as in theory it is in breach 
of the Estate covenants. If you are 
considering using your property 
please contact the Estate Office. 

and finally... Speed – Please keep to 
the 20mph speed limit.

In the interest of the Estate and 
residents, I would like to raise a 
few points...

AYour 
Attention

Please!

is possible that some other fate may 
have been responsible. At least one 
of us is at the lake every day and we 
are quite sure that we would have 
seen some evidence to support this.  
We hope that many of you, like us, 
enjoy their presence on the Lake and 
consider them to be an integral part of 
the Estate. 

This year has seen the biggest 
population of Mallard Ducks, Coots, 
Moor Hens, Egyptian Geese and 
Canada Geese and we think that all of 
them have been very hungry, more so 
than we can ever remember.  Whilst 
writing this report it may be of some 
interest to readers to know of other 
occupants that live on the Estate.  
For example, a survey identified 59 
different species of birds on the Estate 
from the Nut Hatch, Woodpeckers, 
Blackcap, Gold Crest, Robins and 
the infamous Dartford Warbler plus 
the colourful Mandrake Duck and of 
course the Magpie who pose a threat 
to all small birds.  There is also a 
growing number of Deer at large on 
the Estate probably coming in from 
Chobham Common.  No doubt you 
have all seen the ‘Frog’ sign during 
the spring when the frogs migrate 
over West Drive to the ponds.

Once again Janet and I would like to 
thank Julian Small, CEO of Wentworth 
Club for his substantial donation 
towards the feeding programme for 
all the lake’s residents and also to Dot 
Beeson from the Swan Sanctuary for 
all her help when needed.

– Janet and Tony, December 2011

In 2011 the Wentworth Lake saw Jerry 
and Margo continue to settle into their 
new home. On 1st May six cygnets 
where born, almost three weeks earlier 
than in previous years.  After about a 
week one of the cygnets disappeared 
and its fate is unknown. Maybe it just 
didn’t make it or perhaps one of the 
usual predators finished it off.  Jerry 
and Margo have been superb parents 
and we didn’t have any of the usual 
traumas, like cygnets going over the 
waterfall!

Janet and I were very surprised how 
early they all began to fly down to our 
feeding spot – all be it only a few feet 
above the water.  We reported to Dot 
Beeson, of the Swan Sanctuary, that 
they were flying and she was most 
pleased.  We try not to encourage 
them to come out by the road for 
obvious reasons, although this is 
one of the few places that they can 
come off the water. In May, during 
the PGA tournament they actually 
sat on the road and wouldn’t move, 
holding up the spectator traffic! They 
were being quite aggressive to protect 
their young. As a safety precaution 
we erected temporary fencing. This 
allowed them to come off the water 
onto the grass but no further. We plan 
to erect the fencing again in 2012. 

In late September two cygnets went 
missing and we can only assume 
that they decided to ‘flee the nest’.  
Remember that come December/
January, Jerry and Margo  chase the 
remaining cygnets off the lake so that 
the whole process can start again.  It 


